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SUBJECT: URANIUM EXPLORATION IN GUINEA 

1. COMPAGNIE GENERALE DES MATIERES NUCLEAIRES (COGEMA) 
BEGAN WORK ON SECOND PHASE OF EXPLORATION FOR URANIUM 
IN GUINEA IN LATE 1977. COGEMA IS A JOINT VENTURE OF 
JAPANESE AND FRENCH GOVERNMENT NUCLEAR ENERGY AGENCIES 
AND GUINEAN GOVERNMENT. 

2. APPROXIMATE GUINEAN AREA UNDER EXPLORATION IS 
NORTH OF LATITUDE 1 1 DEGREES 50 MINUTES AS FAR AS 
SENEGALESE AND MALIAN BORDER; HOWEVER, THIS YEAR EEFORTS 
WILL BE CONCENTRATED IN NORTHERN EOUTA DJALLON (MIDDLE 
GUINEA) PORTION. AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY AND GROUND-LEVEL 
TECHNIQUES WILL BE USED. MUCH OF AREA IS IMPENETRABLE 

ON GROUND AND AVAILABLE MAPS ARE UNRELIABLE NECESSITATING 
EXTENSIVE USE OF HELICOPTERS. FIELD WORK IS BEING 
CARRIED OUT ALMOST ENTIRELY IN DRY SEASON (DECEMBER- 
MAY). PROJECT COST IS PUT AT UNDER U.S. $5 MILLION 
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FOR EXPLORATION. STAFE CONSISTS OF SIX FRENCH 
GEOLOGISTS PLUS ADMINISTRATORS AND SUPPORT STAEF. 

3. COGEMA IS ALSO EXPLORING EOR URANIUM IN 
SENEGAL, MALI AND GAMBIA. URANIUM DEPOSIT HAS BEEN 
LOCATED IN MALI NOT EAR FROM GUINEAN BORDER IN 
GEOLOGICALLY SIMILAR ENVIRONMENT, ACCORDING TO LOCAL 
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SOURCE. COGEMA IS HOPEEUL THAT URANIUM WILL BE 
EOUND IN ECONOMIC QUANTITIES AND QUALITIES IN FOUTA 
DJALLON WHICH IS NOT TOO DISTANT EROM SEA TRANSPORT. 
CROSBY 
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